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the lesson that Prussia is an entirely artificial creation,
inorganic and mechanical. It has no roots in nature,
in history, or in geography. It is devoid of ethnical,
cultural, or economic unity. It is a mere creation of
political craft and military might, without justifica-
tion on any rational principle. Nevertheless, after
1815 the possibility of a genuine vocation presented
itself to its rulers, and men like Stein, Hardenberg,
Fichte, and Hegel implored them to accept it. It
was the call to take the lead in the unification of
Germany, in the setting up of an effective con-
stitution, in the extension to the manifold Germanic
peoples of the institutions of democratic self-
government. We must now see how Prussia
lamentably failed to rise to the height of her
vocation and her opportunities.
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The thirty years following the setting up of the
Bund in Germany were marked by powerful and
most hopeful movements toward national unity
and popular government. These movements were
specially strong in the smaller states, and particularly
in Saxe-Weimar, whose grand-duke, Charles Augustus
(I757~I828), the friend of Goethe, was a pioneer of
German liberalism. Most of the states that had
formed part of the Confederation of the Rhine
received democratic constitutions before the end of
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